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Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
I am very pleased to have the opportunity to attend this meeting of European National Platforms for disaster reduction and Focal Points for the Hyogo Framework. The close partnership with Council of Europe (EUR-OPA Major Hazard Agreement) and UNESCO has, once again, facilitated the organisation of this event. I would like to thank Mr. Iuliu Bara, Chair of the Committee of Permanent Correspondents for calling this meeting in conjunction with the EUR-OPA Permanent Correspondents meeting.  


As you are all very well aware, disasters are increasingly imposing considerable human and material loses on various communities, around the world. The statistics show that Europe is vulnerable to a variety of natural hazards: floods, earthquakes, landslides, forest fires and extreme weather events. According to the European Union’s Green Paper on Climate Change Adaptation in Europe, temperature is expected to rise by 4-5 degrees C in the region. Although human losses due to the impact of natural hazards is low Europe, countries’ economic vulnerability to hazards is still very high, with adverse impacts on the economy and on development of the countries. And Europe’s role in technology research and as a main actor in technical cooperation with developing countries will make it increasingly demanding for European governments to invest and give priority to reducing risk and vulnerability to disasters.
All this indicate that we still have a long way to go.


The need to strengthen the resilience of nations and communities to natural hazards, in particular has never been such a high priority. 


Disaster losses depend on the impact of a natural or human induced hazard and the level of the vulnerability of people and populations to such hazards. It is crucial to recognize that human action and social systems can exacerbate the level of risks by not recognising vulnerability and not addressing the hazards faced. The level of risk is hence directly related with the number of cities and communities that are exposed to hazards and the degree of population and infrastructure exposed and their degree of safety. 



By reducing vulnerabilities in communities we will be able to reduce the risk and negative impact of natural hazards. It was based on this concept that the international community has endorsed the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) as a global movement to address disaster risk reduction, in order to support more comprehensive, longer term and coordinated approach in efforts at all levels and by all stakeholders, sectors and disciplines. 
Just as the adoption of Hyogo Framework was a turning point in international policy development of disaster risk reduction at global level, its implementation is still requiring a great deal of support if its objectives are to be met by 2015.

As a reminder, the key messages of the Hyogo Framework are to respond to disasters more effectively by considering disaster risk reduction as a higher priority and part of long term development plans, by developing capacities to reduce vulnerabilities of communities and by linking disaster preparedness and response to disaster prevention and risk reduction plans and processes. The Hyogo Framework is being used to identify regional priorities and plans worldwide.
Ladies and gentlemen,
We are witnessing in Europe an increasing number of initiatives at the  local, national, regional and international level addressing disaster risk reduction. 
Local authorities including regional governments, are engaging more actively now in developing DRR strategies. At the national level, national platforms are ensuring stronger coordination at the national level. We are pleased to see that in Europe the number of National Platforms established is increasing. Collaboration among National Platforms and HFA focal Points is getting stronger with the development of an European Network of National Platforms ensuring stronger engagement on disaster risk reduction issues at the European level. Within the EU/EC a number of initiatives are developing among different DGs aiming at reducing vulnerability to disasters. My colleague Paola Albrito will provide more details later on in the meeting.
I attended recently the Ministerial Meeting on Disaster Preparedness and Prevention in South Eastern Europe organised by the South Eastern European Co-operation Process in collaboration with the Disaster Preparedness and Prevention Initiative (DPPI), were Ministers agreed on the need to address vulnerability at the regional level and with the development of a bi-annual workplan from DPPI. The level of support and commitment was really impressive.
We shall hear more about these updates during the next two day.    
These commitments are of great inspiration for the UN/ISDR system and its partners to work together in reducing vulnerability to disasters. 



I will be pleased to share as much information as possible and exchange with you during these two days with a view to strengthening our team efforts in implementing the Hyogo Framework and consolidating the ISDR at all levels.
I wish you a very productive meeting. 



Thank you.







































































Mission





The ISDR aims at building disaster resilient communities by promoting increased awareness of the importance of disaster reduction as an integral component of sustainable development, with the goal of reducing human, social, economic and environmental losses due to natural hazards and related technological and environmental disasters.





OCHA Mission Statement





To mobilize and coordinate effective and principled  humanitarian action in partnership with national and international humanitarian actors in order to:





 alleviate human suffering in disasters and emergencies 


 advocate for the rights of people in need


 promote preparedness and prevention


 facilitate sustainable solutions
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