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Bulgaria

State Agency of Civil Protection (SACP) 

Website: http://www.cp.government.bg
Contact person: Dr. Nikola Nikolov 

e-mail : civpro@mb.bia-bg.com / nikolov@cp.government.bg

History

In 2001, the former Civil Protection Service under the Ministry of Defence was transformed into a State Agency for Civil Protection under the Council of Ministers. As an autonomous institution the Agency implements the state policy in the area of the protection of the population in the case of disasters and accidents. 

Structure
SACP is a working body of the Standing Committee on the Protection of the Population in the Cases of Disasters and Accidents at the Council of Ministers. It is organised into directorates with central administration, 28 regional directorates, a National Situation Centre, Central Laboratory Complex and 15 structures for the carrying out of rescue and emergency recovery activities in the case of disasters and accidents.

Budget
The State Agency for Civil Protection is a legal entity funded by the state budget.

Mission
The Agency’s mission is to implement the state policy in the area of the protection in crisis situations caused by natural factors and by technical activities.

Activities
Notification of the population: 

One of the main tasks of SCPA is to provide timely and reliable notification of the population, the management bodies and the forces carrying out the rescue operations. The notification of the population about the different types of dangers, of the management bodies and the rescue teams is carried out by the National Situation Centre of the agency through the communication information system. 

The notification achieves timely informing of the population in the endangered areas, the bodies of the standing, regional and municipal committees for the protection of the population in cases of disasters and accidents, and the forces carrying out activities for the protection of the population and the property. Initial information exchange is carried out in emergencies with countries and international organizations with which Bulgaria has contractual relations. 

Notification presupposes timely informing of the population in order to give it an opportunity to react adequately in cases of danger. Experience shows that is the organization of the process is good, many of the consequences resulting from the disaster could be prevented and the amount of the damages - reduced.

Organisation of the management in cases of disasters and accidents:

The State Agency for Civil Protection is a specialized structure for reaction in cases of disasters and accidents attributable to the climate and geographic characteristics of the country, the infrastructure and the regional location and the economic activity. 

The State Agency for Civil Protection develops and coordinates with ministries and institutions a National Plan for the carrying out of rescue and emergency recovery activities in the case of disasters and accidents, which is endorsed by the Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria. The plan lays down the organisation for timely reaction, forecasting, management and carrying out of protection activities, rescue and emergency recovery works and the obligations and tasks of the management bodies and resources, the order for their provisions and enactment. 

Ministries, institutions, regions, municipalities and national economy objects have developed plans for the carrying out of rescue and emergency recovery activities which are enacted by the chairpersons of the respective standing committees. 

The forces and means for the implementation of the direct tasks in the carrying out of rescue and emergency recovery activities are the management bodies and the professional structures of the State Agency for Civil Protection, the specialized formations of ministries and institutions, the module formations of the Bulgarian army, formations of international organizations of other states including military and voluntary formations.

Individual protection means

The individual protection means are stored in the storehouses of the State Agency for Civil Protection on the territory of the respective regions and municipalities. In the occurrence of an emergency, following the guidelines of the standing regional or municipal committees these means are distributed to the population. In emergencies cases others than nuclear accidents the individual protection means are handed out by CP teams. 

Informing population about different hazards

The SCPA’s website provides information on different natural hazards (earthquakes, floods, landslides, thunder storms, tornados, snow storms, fires) as well as technological hazards (industrial poisons, increased radioactivity, road accidents). For each hazard advice is given on how to react in an emergency situation. In addition for some hazards there exists advice on preventive measures.

International Activities of the State Agency for Civil Protection 

Civil Protection is developing in accordance with the requirements of the international humanitarian law, the UN recommendations, the OCCE and the other European structures. The international cooperation of CP has a growing importance. 

The international activity of CP started with the establishing of contacts and getting to know the structures and organizations for protection of the population in Germany, Switzerland, France, Austria, Romania, USA, Greece, Turkey, Russia, Poland, the Czech Republic, Hungary. As early as 1992 and 1993 delegations were exchanged headed by the Heads of the CP of the republic of Bulgaria, Switzerland, Germany and France and cooperation agreements were signed for mutual informing, exchange of experts, etc. 

International humanitarian missions

The State Civil Protection Agency is in constant contact with the Euro-Atlantic Disaster Response Coordination Centre (EADRCC) so as to exchange information and send timely assistance when requested by other countries. The agency maintains in constant readiness 2 Civil Protection rescue squads for participation in humanitarian operations. The squads have equipment and capabilities which are interoperable with those of similar units in the NATO member-states. Two CP rescue squads are maintained in constant readiness for the composition of the Euro Atlantic Disaster Reaction Unit (EADRU) for participating in humanitarian operations. Regular trainings and exercises are being held by the Agency with the subordinate units designated for acting in international rescue and humanitarian operations.

An important part of the international cooperation of the Civil Protection of the Republic of Bulgaria is the participation in humanitarian operations in cases of regional disasters.

Some of the most important humanitarian missions were:

· sending of humanitarian aid to Macedonia during the Kosovo crisis in 1999.

· sending rescue squads to the Republic of Turkey after the devastating earthquakes in Turkey and Greece in 1999 

· Humanitarian aid was rendered to the Czech Republic because of the big floods which occurred as a result of the torrential rains in August 2002. Disinfectants were sent.

· humanitarian aid was provided to Afghanistan in 2002.

International courses and qualification

As a result of the cooperation of CP with other countries opportunity is provided to our specialists to raise their qualification in courses held by different countries and international organizations along specialized programmes.
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Czech Republic: 

Czech National Committee for Natural Disaster risk reduction 

(Český národní výbor pro omezování následků katastrof)
Website: http://www.chmi.cz/disasters.php
Contact person: Dr. Ivan Obrusnik – e-mail : obrusnik@chmi.cz

History
Since 2000, the Czech National Committee for Natural Disaster risk reduction (CNC-NDR) succeeded the former Czech National Committee for IDNDR (United Nations International Decade for Natural Disaster risk reduction), which was re-established in November 1997 following a gap due to the partition of the former Czechoslovakia. 

Structure 
Since 2002 the CNC-NDR is a registered NGO in Czech Republic. It has got about 30 members and the competencies and roles of the main “players” within the platform are defined. Out of these usually 15-20 members participate in the committee’s meetings, which take place 3-4 times a year. Currently the committee’s membership is drawn from specialists and managers from the following institutions: 

· Office of Prime Minister 

· Ministry of Environment

· Ministry of Agriculture

· Ministry of Interior

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs

· Ministry of Regional Development

· Headquarters Fire Rescue Service (Ministry of Interior)

· Czech Hydrometeorological Institute

· State Health Institute

· State Office for Nuclear Safety

· Red Cross

· various research institutes and universities

· Czech Association of Insurance Companies

· private companies 

· individual members

Regional committees are supposed to improve activities with respect to disaster risk reduction at the regional level. The first of these regional committees was established in May 1999 in Ostrava for the Moravia and Silesia Regions. 

Budget
From 1998 to 2002, the budget to implement national committee initiatives was supported by the ministry of environment. In 2004 CNC-NDR acquired the status of a non-governmental organisation and therefore can generate additional funding from members and through participation in various projects both in the Czech Republic and also based on international funds (e.g. in cooperation with CEUDIP). Until 2005, the CNC-NDR had to operate without core funding. Necessary travel costs and the organisation of meetings was covered by some member institutions. Since 2006, the Czech National Committee has been moderately supported by the Ministry of Environment of the Czech Republic.

Aims
The National Committee focuses on both, disasters caused by the impact of natural hazards as well as disasters related to human activity (e.g. disasters caused by energetic “black outs”).

The committee’s initiatives aim at 

· strengthening early warning systems and improving coordination between governmental, non- governmental and private sector stake holders;

· improving crisis management; and

· strengthening legislation on issues related to disaster risk reduction.

Activities
The committee’s initiatives include the following activities:

· Risk assessments;

· Training and education on early warning and emergency;

· International cooperation within the context of the ISDR;

· International cooperation within the Central European Disaster Prevention Forum (CEUDIP) and with other platforms especially from EU countries.

· Participation in international conferences on disaster risk reduction like the WCDR II in Kobe or the EWC II and III in Bonn

· involvement in WMO Disaster Prevention Programme

· formalisation of exchange of warnings with different German “Länder” (Bavaria and Saxony)

Beneath those activities, the Czech National Committee has been actively involved in the development of the following new laws, which define aspects and issues related to crises including disasters caused by natural hazards in a systematic way:
· Crisis Management Law;

· Integrated Rescue System Law;

· Related laws (Fire and Rescue Service, Water and Clean Air Acts).
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	FRANCE

Orientation Council for Major Natural Disaster Reduction

www.ecologie.gouv.fr
with the support of

French Association for Natural Disaster Reduction

www.afpcn.org



History

In February 2001, after the important disasters in France and others european countries in the years 1999, 2000… (floods,storms….), the Interministerial Committee for Major Natural Disasters Reduction (CIPRNM) and the Orientation Council for Major Natural Disasters Reduction (COPRNM) were created, the second as operational structure next to the first one. 

In February 2003, the CIPRNM was integrated into the Interministerial Committee for Sustainable Development (CIDD). The COPRNM is maintained.

Meanwhile, the former french IDNDR committee became the French Association for Natural Disasters Reduction (AFPCN) whose president is member of the COPRNM.

The creation of ISDR made an opportunity for this council to be the ISDR correspondant with the support of AFPCN. 

Structure

Established by Inter-ministerial decree in February 2001 and re-established in August 2003 by Prime minister decree, the COPRNM is under the responsibility of the Minister of Ecology and Sustainable Development. 

Members:

· President: a personality chosen by the Minister of Ecology and Sustainable Development,

· Représentatives of the ministries belonging to the Interministerial Committee for Sustainable Development,

· Twelve elected members ( six members of parliament, six mayors or presidents of communities),

· Ten qualified personalities chosen by the ministries, among them the president of AFPCN (a special agreement exists between AFPCN and Ministry of Ecology and Sustainable Development).

The secretariat of the council is headed by the Delegate for Major Risks, who is the focal point for ISDR.

The council meets once or twice a year on subjects studied by working groups.

Budget

Due to the nature of the mission (cf below), the running costs are not very high. They are supported by the Ministry of Ecology and Sustainable Development.

Mission 

The Orientation Council is supposed to make proposals and gives advices about subjets choosen by the Minister or of its own .

Its objective is to facilitate decisions through a prior coordination and a prospective approach in full respect of each partner’s prerogatives.

According to their importance, décisions are taken inside each ministry or at Prime minister level in the classic interministerial way.

Aims

The general aim is vulnerability reduction by improved knowledge about phenomena, vigilance, land planning rules, education, formation and promotion of resilience. 

Especially at the national level, the main aim is to open the field of risk reduction to the civil society through the reinforcement of the role of local communities and a larger emphasise on the responsibility of individuals.

At the UE level, the aim is to develop a risk prevention approach and to promote a better common way of working based on spatial observation and information, with extension towards Euro-mediterranean level.

At the international level, the aim is to develop exchanges, participate to integrated actions as tsunami warning system and contribute to Hyogo framework.

Activities

In accordance with the mission, the council is mainly active in the area of brain storming and the formulation of practical proposals. It publishes reports on différent practical subjects and organizes meetings (or participates) at international, national and local levels. Parts of those works are taken into account in new laws or rules.

The council particularly works on following areas:

· improvement of risks knowledge, 

· reinforcement of surveillance and forecast, observation, monitoring, 

· development of preventive information and education about risks,

· integration of risks in land use planning and building 

· vulnerability reduction through rules, risk prevention plan (PPR) and protective works,

· analysis and development of expert methods in the area of natural risks through “lessons learnt” processes and the reinforcement of research on the prevention of major natural risks.  

The council’s activities come within the framework of the national policy for natural risk management and contribute to define it. Due to the council’s composition, its activities are a synthesis of different sensibilities represented by the partners.
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Germany

German Committee for Disaster risk reduction 

(Deutsches Komitee Katastrophenvorsorge, DKKV)

Website: www.dkkv.org
Contact person: Mr. Karl-Otto Zentel 

e-mail: zentel@dkkv.org / katastrophenvorsorge@dkkv.org

History

Following the launch of the IDNDR in 1990 the Federal Foreign office took the initiative to motivate different civil society actors to come together to establish a National IDNDR Committee. Following the end of the decade the German IDNDR Committee changed its name to German Committee for Disaster risk reduction (DKKV). It was possible to continue the activities without any interruption. 

Structure

The DKKV is a registered association under private law and not a government authority. It currently has 39 voluntary committee members and about 20 long-term guest members from the area of policy, administration, science, the media, private sector and aid organisations. The member assembly meets once a year.

The committee is directed by an executive board (the chairperson is Dr. I. Schwaetzer, former Federal Minister for Regional Planning, Building and Urban Development) which meets 4-5 times a year pending on the needs. It is supported by a scientific advisory board and an operating advisory board. Both advisory boards meet twice a year.

DKKV disposes an office with a staff of 4 persons, which manages ongoing administrative and subject-area-related tasks. 

Budget

The DKKV is financially supported by the Foreign Office.

Mission

The aim of DKKV is to integrate DRR into decision making processes in policy, private sector and administration. The goal is to enable society to reduce human, social and economic losses caused by natural disasters. Following this goal, DKKV is a component of the International Strategy for Disaster risk reduction of the United Nations, the successor of the International Decade for Natural Disaster risk reduction.

Its core mandates are:

· Linking science (theory) and practice;

· Linking national and international aspects and initiatives; and

· Linking public and private sector structures,

Activities

For the current action programme (2004-2009) DKKV identified the following topics within its general areas of activity:

1. Advising policy makers:

· EU-Mechanisms for disaster risk reduction

· European flood management

· Follow-up on the implementation of the recommendations of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), Johannesburg, South Africa

· Preparation of the World Conference for Disaster risk reduction (WCDR) in Kobe, Japan

· Follow-up on the Millennium Development Goals and disaster risk reduction

2. Networking

· Strengthening a network of National Platforms in Europe

· Active contribution to the work of the ISDR Inter Agency Task Force on Disaster risk reduction via DKKV-members

3. Improvement of Disaster Management

· Analysing linkages between natural disasters and poverty

· Analysing linkages between natural disasters and conflicts

· Analysing linkages between natural disasters and global change

· Contribution to the reform of the disaster management law in Germany

4. Knowledge management

· Supporting the development of the International Early Warning Programme

· Integration of aspects relevant to DRR into school curricula and education

· Establishment and maintenance of databases on aspects relevant to DRR

· Database on DRR projects 

(http://database-dkkv.dyndns.org/dbkad/ie/auslesen.php)

· Database on references to DRR in relevant EU documents 

(http://www.dkkv .org/DE/news/default.asp?h=15)

· Database on bachelor/master study courses on DRM in Germany 

(http://www.dkkv.org/DE/links/default.asp?h=6)

5. Practically oriented advising for scientists

· Stimulating advice of practitioners to the scientific community

6. International programme for risk and vulnerability assessment

· Advocating activities to establish an international programme with the aim to  develop international accepted standards on risk and vulnerability and analyse regions prone to natural hazards 

The following main activities are planned for 2007:

· Start of a event series on aspects of global environmental change (“Bonn Dialogues on Global Environmental Change”) in cooperation with the United Nations Institute for Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS) and the International Human Dimensions Programme on global Environmental Change (IHDP) 

· Workshop on strong wind events across Europe

· Workshop on the role of DRR in adaptation to climate change

· Coordination of the German contribution to the Global Platform meeting 

· Development of an analysis of DRR in humanitarian aid financing of EU member states
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Hungary: 

National Directorate General for Disaster Management (NDGDM)

(Országos Katasztrófavédelmi Fõigazgatóság)

Website: http://www.katasztrofavedelem.hu/ 

Contact person: Dr Katalin Cecei-Morotz – e-mail: hucivpro@katved.hu

History
The Hungarian National Platform for Disaster risk reduction within the ISDR-System was established in 2001. Since then it has been working within the unified national disaster organisation which had been created as a consequence of a reorganisation of the Hungarian disaster management system in 1999. In the first years of its existence the platform had mainly functioned as a supportive platform to the Central European Disaster risk reduction Platform (CEUDIP), which serves as the regional ISDR-body. In 2004, the Hungarian platform was reorganised and is now working under the National Directorate General for Disaster Management (NDGDM).

Structure
As mentioned above the Hungarian national platform for disaster risk reduction is an initiative of the National Directorate General for Disaster Management (NDGDM). It is not an individual body. Thus, the position of the  President of the platform is taken by the Director General of NDGDM. Furthermore the Secretary of the platform as well as other positions are filled by heads of NDGDM as well. The members of the platform are drawn from different parts of society:

· governmental organisations: Ministry of Health, Ministry of Agriculture and Regional Development, Ministry of Economic Affairs and Transport, Prime Minister’s Office – Electronic Governmental Centre, Ministry of Environmental Protection and Water, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Finance

· non-governmental organisations: Hungarian Red Cross, Association of Hungarian Local Governments

· science institutions: Budapest University of Technology and Economics, Eötvös Lóránd University 

· media: Hungarian News Agency

· private sector organisations: Budapest Chemical Works Ltd., Association of Hungarian Insurance Companies, Tisza Chemical Combine

Currently almost thirty members participate in the general platform, which takes place yearly. Additionally certain members of the Platform regularly meet in other occasions. For example, the Governmental Coordination Committee (KKB) of the Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development is responsible for the preparation of decisions related to disaster management issues of the Government. Hungarian ministries are members of the KKB, as well as of the National Platform as listed above. Another examples is provided by the Humanitarian Assistance Coordination (HUMSEKO) working group of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in which  the same competent ministries and civil, charitable organizations take part to coordinate humanitarian relief and assistance activities.

Activities
1. Updating the current civil protection duty system:

Currently the existing Hungarian rules and regulations on civil protection are reviewed and their practical implementation is being assessed. The final objective is to have a more visible and simple regulating system in accordance to the international and national requirements, which enhances the effectiveness of professional performance.

2. Monitoring and public alarm system for industrial plants

The system will be set up between 2006 and 2012. Making use of the most up-to-date information and electronic devices the final objective of the system is to enhance the decision-making process among the emergency management forces. The strengthened  decision making processes would substantially improve the protection of the population against major industrial accidents which are recognizes as one of the most important threats to the inhabitants of Hungarian cities.

3. Use education to build a culture of safety and resilience:

Currently the further education system for teachers is being reviewed with the objective of modernisation. Furthermore a series of youth disaster management sport competitions has been developed, which will be extended to an international scope in the future.

4. Information management and public awareness

NDGDM developed a new website, which aims at strengthening the disaster preparedness among the Hungarian population. Themed “Get Ready!” the website provides information on different emergences and gives advise on how to behave in a certain emergency situation. The information on the website is tailored to different groups within society and the website functions as a contact point for the population.

5. Strengthening the effectiveness of international urban search and rescue assistance

Between 2004 and 2005 the NDGDM in collaboration with experts from UN OCHA conducted an initiative to train voluntary search and rescue organisations based on the UN INSARAG Guidelines. The project started with a training for trainers in 2004 and moved on to a training for different voluntary search and rescue organisations. The objective of the project was to improve the coordination of Hungarian search and rescue organisations with other organisations in a mission abroad. The project included a practical exercise based on an earthquake scenario. As an achievement of the project the participating USAR teams received their INSARAG accreditation from UN OCHA. 
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Spain

National Commission for Civil Protection

(Comisión Nacional de Protección Civil)

Website : http://www.proteccioncivil.org/

Contact person : Ms Celia Abenza Rojo – e-mail: cabenza@procivil.mir.es

History

In October 1990 the National Commission for Civil Protection was attributed the function of the Spanish Committee for the International Decade for Natural Disaster risk reduction (IDNDR) (Royal Decree 1301/1990). In September 2002, two years after the phasing-out of the IDNDR, the Commission was nominated as the Spanish Committee for the ISDR (Royal Decree 967/2002).  

Structure

The National Commission for Civil Protection is an inter-ministerial institution dependent on the Ministry of Interior. It consists of the following members:

· Chair: Minister of Interior

· Vice Chair: Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior

· Secretary: Director-General of Civil Protection

other members are representatives of the following authorities and political subdivisions:

· Economy (1)

· Science and Technology (1)

· Public Works (1)

· Education (1) 

· Culture and Sports (1)

· Labour and Social Affairs (1)

· Agriculture, Fisheries and Alimentation (1)

· Public Administration (1)

· Health and Consumers (1) 

· Treasury (1) 

· Office of Prime Minister (1)

· General Secretary of the Prime Minister (1)

· Ministry of Defence (2) 

· Ministry of Environment (2)

· Ministry of Interior (4)

· Council for Nuclear Security (1)

· Autonomous Communities (each 1)

· Cities of Ceuta and Melilla (each 1)

· Ministry of External Relations (1) (only if the commission functions as the Spanish ISDR-committee)

As indicated by the list of members most departments of the central government are involved. Due to the participation of representatives from the different political subdivisions, different levels of administration can be reached (central, regional, local).

The Directorate General for Civil protection serves as the technical secretariat of the commission and as such guarantees for the adequate implementation of adopted agreements, the preparation and distribution of documents and the necessary coordination between the different technical commissions and working groups. The Directorate disposes of a National Civil Protection School (ENPC), which serves as the national academy for civil protection in Spain. The EPNC offers practical and theoretical training courses and workshops. 

Mission

The Commission aims at achieving an adequate coordination between the institutions of the central government administration and the administration of the regional governments with respect to civil protection. Thereby it guarantees effective action of the public forces with respect to the study and prevention of risk situations, disasters and public calamities and the protection and aid for persons and goods in such situations

Aims

· Be informed about criteria, directives and initiatives of the public administrations related to disaster risk prevention and mitigation.

· Promote initiatives from the different public administrations and the private sector to implement actions, which contribute to the improvement of disaster risk prevention and mitigation.

· Promote the development of a preventive social culture related to disaster risk.

· Be informed about and disseminate information on the programmes, reports, directives and recommendations issued by the institutions of the UN or ISDR.

· Promote the participation and coordination of different public administrations, private entities and specialised personnel in international cooperation projects related to disaster prevention and mitigation.

Activities

· Realisation of studies with respect to risk analysis as well as pilot projects with preventive character, which support disaster and emergency prevention planning.

· Preparation of construction norms and guidelines for behaviour aiming at prevision, prevention, civil protection and emergency planning with respect to different hazards (heat/cold waves, thunder storms, droughts, inundations, storms, earth/seaquakes, volcanic eruptions).

· Risk mapping

· Development of studies and programmes with respect to information of the population, promotion of self-protection capabilities, support of civil participation in civil protection activities and development of school education programmes regarding disaster prevention.

· Implementation of theoretical and practical training courses and workshops related to disaster risk prevention, risk analysis and  emergency management (via ENPC).

· Development of a simulation programme for earthquake impacts on a municipal basis (SES 2002) in cooperation with the National Geographic Institute.

· Implementation of an education programme for forest fire prevention focussing on young people at school age (component of the worldwide disaster prevention campaign of ISDR “Disaster risk reduction begins at school 2006-2007”) including online material for professional training of teachers.

Switzerland: 

National Platform for Natural Hazards

(Nationale Plattform Naturgefahren, PLANAT)

Website: http://www.planat.ch/index.php?navID=154&userhash=21028059&lID=1
Contact person: Mr. Florian Widmer – e-mail: florian.widmer@bafu.admin.ch

History
PLANAT was established by the Swiss Federal Council in 1997. Since then it has continued its activities without any interruption following the end of IDNDR. 

Structure
PLANAT is a governmental structure. It has 20 members who are representatives of:

· Federal Central Government

· Cantons

· research community

· professional associations

· private sector

· insurance companies

The members are appointed by the Swiss Federal Council for 4 years. The next elections will be held at the end of 2007. The maximum period for PLANAT membership is 12 years for members who don’t belong to the federal administration.

The president is nominated by the members and elected by the Swiss Federal Council. The members elect a committee constituted by 6 persons, which prepares the plenary sessions of the commission. It is supported and backed by a secretariat with 2 half time employees, based in Bern.

Temporary working groups are established on project basis. The size of the groups varies between 2 and 5 members. As per today three working groups are active on the topics “Strategy”, “Information and Communication” and “International”.

Mission
Natural hazards are a part of Swiss habitat. The national platform PLANAT was founded in 1997 with the aim to improve prevention. PLANAT has three main missions: 

1) Strategy - PLANAT works on a strategic level on prevention:

The platform is highly engaged in protecting the Swiss population, its natural environment and considerable material assets effectively against natural hazards. Protective measures are reconsidered and documented on periodically.

2) Awareness - PLANAT works towards a long-term shift in handling natural danger-paradigms:

The committee promotes the shift from solely averting danger into a risk culture and makes sure that measures are being taken which are ecologically compatible, socially just and economically efficient. This cultural shift should make it possible to coherently discuss all prevention questions concerning natural hazards in the present and the future.

3) Coordination - PLANAT sees to avoiding duplication and to an improved use of synergies:
PLANAT exchanges knowledge and experience on a national as well as on an international level.

Activities
Motivated by a motion, which was filed in the federal parliament by the former Councillor of States Hans Danioth in 1999, the Swiss Federal Council (Swiss government) commissioned PLANAT to develop a comprehensive and interlinked strategy to improve the protection against natural hazards. It also intends to ensure comparable security standards throughout Switzerland based on extensive risk management. The aim is to protect people and their livelihood as well as important material assets.

Up to now, PLANAT has completed the first step of developing a comprehensive and interlinked strategy for improved protection against natural hazards, as well as the second step of analysing the current situation and proposing an action plan with measures. On 18th May, 2005, the Swiss Federal Council took cognisance of the synthesis report by PLANAT «Swiss Strategy for the Protection against Natural Hazards» and assigned the platform:

· to initiate the tasks, concerning risk policy, risk dialogue, monitoring of development, performance measurement and project management indicated in the motion for the next stage (2005 – 2008); 

· to report to the Swiss Federal Council on the accomplished work; and

· to develop an action plan for resolving activities and measures as of 2008.

The third step constitutes the present activities of PLANAT until 2008 and will include the implementation of the concrete measures of the action plan. The strategy according to this action plans fits to the main strategic goals of the Hyogo Framework for action 2005 – 2015. 

The focal points of the action plan for the 2005 - 2008 stage are as follows:

· Further development of the “risk policy for natural hazards”:

There are currently a series of different methods and tools for dealing with risks from natural hazard. The term “risk policy” means a universally valid model for dealing with security problems. It was developed in the technical field and should now find reinforced entrance in the field of natural hazards as “risk policy for natural hazards”. Integrated risk management recognizes risks of natural hazards based on this risk policy, allowing risk evaluation and reduction using the optimised combination of technical, economic, social and ecological protection measures. Specific guidelines as well as training will help consolidate integrated risk management. The “risk policy for natural hazards” will be further developed by specific studies. Examples of current projects under this focal point are the development of a practical guideline for risk management methodology and a summary of best-practices regarding the application of risk prevention measures.

· Risk dialogue and responsibilities: 

A wide realized dialogue should strengthen a risk culture of risk awareness supported by all players. Also responsibilities, structure and schedule of organizations on risk aware management of natural hazards should be optimised. Not regulated responsibilities for certain fields of natural hazards (e.g. extreme temperatures, storm) should be clarified. The development of a risk communication concept is one of the current projects under this focal point.

· Performance measurement:

In future, risks of natural hazards and invested resources for measures of protection should be systematically recorded and evaluated on an on-going basis in order to check the cost-effectiveness ratio. Currently PLANAT is coordinating a project which aims at calculating this ratio for different natural hazards.

A global report of these activities, divided into 15 projects, will be established and given to the Federal Council at the middle of 2008.

The main priorities for action until 2008 are:

· Public relations:

PLANAT promotes the risk philosophy, whereby, depending upon target audience, different means are used. The most important medium for the promotion of the risk philosophy is the internet. The notoriety of PLANAT among non-experts has to increase with an intensified presence at events and conferences.

· Projects work:

PLANAT initiates or supports projects and actions, which cover the fields of "vulnerability", "risk" and "integral risk management".

· Synergies

PLANAT strives for a better use of synergies. The co-operation of organizations, which are active in the fields of prevention and intervention against natural hazards, has to be strengthened.

National Platform of IDNDR pending to become re-established within ISDR 


Austria: 

The Austrian National Committee for ISDR 

(Österreichisches Nationalkomitee für ISDR) 

Website: http://www.oeaw.ac.at/english/forschung/programme/disaster.html 
Contact person: DI Dr. H.c. Herbert Mang – e-mail: Herbert.Mang@oeac.ac.at

History 
The Austrian Academy of Sciences serves as the ISDR National Committee in Austria. It was founded in 1990 as IDNDR National Committee.

Structure

The Austrian National Committee for ISDR comprises a scientific committee (6 Persons).

Representatives of Authorities

· Federal Chancellery

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs

· Ministry of Interior

· Ministry of Education, Science and Culture

· Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management

· Ministry of Defence

· Federal Environment Agency

· Geological Survey Austria

· Central Institute of Meteorology and Geodynamics

· Vienna University of Technology

· University of Loeben

Budget

Funding for ISDR scientific research programmes is provided by the Austrian Ministry of Education, Science and Culture. Annually 240.000 Euro are available.

Mission

The Austrian Committee is mainly focussed on the coordination of scientific research related to natural hazards and disasters. It develops scientific research strategies and new research activities. It supports research programmes and international cooperation and takes responsibility for quality management of research programmes.

Activities

After an external evaluation the National Committee is responsible for approving ISDR scientific research programmes. The ISDR scientific research projects are part of international programmes (UNESCO, UNO, ICSU, EU) or internationally connected by cooperation and contracts. Project progress reports and evaluation studies are reviewed by the National Committee. 

Final reports of past research projects are out on the web and in 1994 and 2000 two summarizing publications were issued (“Austrian Contributions to the IDNDR” and “Geophysical aspects of mass movements”).

For 2007 it is envisaged to co-finance two global change research projects on “Permafrost”.

National Focal Points on Disaster Risk Reduction



Sweden

The Swedish Rescue Services Agency (SRSA)

(Räddningsverket)

Website: http://www.raddningsverket.se/nationellplattform
Contact person: Ms. Mette Lindahl-Olsson – e-mail: mette.lindahl-olsson@srv.se
History
The Swedish Rescue Services Agency (SRSA) has been the Swedish focal point for ISDR since 1994. Since 2006 it has been preparing the implementation of a national platform. In January 2007 the Swedish government commissioned SRSA to start the implementation of a Swedish platform under the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA). The implementation process will proceed during 2007 and 2008. An important milestone in that process will be the meeting of 12-14 national agencies and institutes in September 2007.

Structure
The structure of the Swedish national platform to be implemented still is to be discussed. SRSA will probably take a lead role. By now there is an governmental inquiry which works on a possible fusion of SRSA and the Swedish Emergency Management Agency (SEMA), which would take place in 2008. A report elucidating the final decision in this issue will be published in May 2007.

Mission
The agency’s overarching goal is to support local preventive actions.

Ongoing Activities

General flood inundation mapping 

Almost every year Sweden is affected by floods resulting in damage. Damage can be limited through prevention planning and effective response operations during flood emergencies. For this purpose the SRSA compiles and maintains general flood inundation maps. These are created as basic data for prevention work with the help of a watercourse model for those areas close to watercourses that are at risk of flooding. The maps are intended for use during the planning of emergency and rescue services work and as a foundation for land use planning by municipalities. They can also be used as basic data for various risk and vulnerability analyses. Approximately 10 % of the rivers in Sweden are to be mapped, which corresponds to 10,000 km. Until beginnings of 2007 about 7,500 km have been mapped.

River coordination groups

Since 1995 SRSA is commissioned to initiate establishment of river coordination groups. The river groups are organised based on watersheds and they meet on their own initiative. The county administrative boards convene and chair the cooperation between member organisations. The preventive work includes building networks, carrying out preparedness plans and organizing seminars. Members in the river groups are organisations such as fire and rescue services, the police, municipalities with their offices for land use planning and environmental issues, The National Road Administration, The National Railroad Administration, Water Regulation Enterprises, The Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institute etc. Each member organisation has its own responsibility during the response phase of a flood event.

Reporting of high water discharge 

The SRSA monitors the development of spring floods across the country by collating details from the county administrative boards about the water discharge situation. This information is compiled and submitted on a weekly basis to the Ministry of Defence. In this way early signals are received about the need for materiel and other resources in the event of high water discharges and flooding. The development of other high water discharges is also monitored.

Provision of extra resources in the case of major floods, forest fires and storms

During major floods the state can, through the SRSA, support municipalities with specific extra resources. In the case of a flood event these consist of e.g. sandbags, temporary flood barriers and water pumps. For the case of forest fires SRSA has set up regional resource depots, primarily to provide support for the municipal fire & rescue services. Materiel resources are contained in 24 modules spread around the country. The modules can easily be relocated in the event of a major incident. Equipment, for the most part, consists of motor pumps, hoses, monitors, nozzles and branch pipes of varying sizes. With respect to storm events the SRSA’s depots contain, for example, generators that can be lent out to storm-hit areas that have lost electric power. In all events the incident commander can require materiel via the SRSA’s duty officer.

Government subsidies for preventive work for natural disasters 

For built-up areas, in which the consequences of natural disasters can be especially serious, the government at present allocates 40 million Swedish kronor (approx. 4.3 million euros) per year for preventive measures. Municipalities that have carried out or are going to carry out technical preventive measures or to remove a threatened object can apply for a subsidy from these allocated funds. 

General stability mapping 

There are areas in Sweden that because of their location, topography and the nature of the ground are susceptible to landslides. A large number of buildings were constructed before careful consideration of the risks for natural disasters became common practice during physical planning by municipalities. Therefore, some buildings have been built in landslide sensitive areas. As support for municipal risk management the SRSA carries out general stability mapping in areas with existing buildings. The maps show areas that are susceptible 

to landslides and areas that are in need of a detailed geotechnical survey to elucidate ground stability. Many municipalities with uncertain ground conditions have access to this type of survey mapping.

Information System: Fire-risk - Forest & Land 

The SRSA has developed a national information system called Fire-risk - Forest & Land for the municipal fire & rescue services and the county administrative boards. This is used to assess the risk of vegetation fires. The system is available on the Internet. It contains, for example, relevant information about how the weather can influence the risk of vegetation fires. The system provides basic data for prevention work and can also assist in decision-making during emergency response operations.

Research and development 

Knowledge development plays a vital role in the work aimed at achieving a safer society. Research is the most important tool for such development and is the foundation for the exchange of knowledge that is needed to develop the knowledge and competence of the SRSA and individual citizens. Therefore SRSA funds research within the field of natural disasters. Examples of funded research projects are: 

· Flood forecasting – development of methods for a national forecasting system 

· The use of vegetation to strengthen the ground 

· Tension conditions in mud slopes

· Slope safety in times of climate change

· New findings, more reliable methods and better dimensioning of sulphide soil 

· Extreme precipitation and its significance for municipal planning

Information, education and training

Of great importance is to spread knowledge and risk awareness in society. This is done by information to the public, education in schools and by training municipal rescue operation personnel. In the past SRSA developed an education program for children in the age of 3 to 16. Recently this has been revised in accordance to new knowledge from research about human behaviour of both children and grown ups. Cooperation with universities in disaster risk reduction, environment, land use planning is recognised as another field of great importance.

Communication activities

So far a website has been created which provides background information on ISDR and the HFA as well as disaster-related definitions, objectives and main activities of the planned platform. In addition to the information on the website, several information pamphlets have been published.

Swedish database for natural disasters 

One commission of the SRSA, in collaboration with other concerned authorities, is to create a database of statistics that provide an overall picture of natural disasters in Sweden. The contents of the database should be based on lessons learned by authorities in natural disasters. The background to this commission is that there is currently no coordinated 

information in Sweden about natural disasters, their consequences or observations and lessons learned from the various bodies involved. The database will consist of different types of natural disasters in Sweden, such as landslide, avalanche, storm, erosion, flooding, extreme precipitation, forest fires and earthquake.

International humanitarian aid work

Since 1988 the SRSA has carried out over 180 aid missions and emergency and rescue operations in approximately 60 countries, most of which have been financed by Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, Sida. The tasks vary, from direct humanitarian aid missions to a population in distress to search & rescue teams following earthquakes. Other types of missions include long-term development work and reconstruction and recovery work following disasters or conflict.

International Cooperation

In order to broaden the experience and knowledge, and to carry out development and research the SRSA wants to be engaged in international cooperation. The agency sees UN/ISDR as an important coordinator and rapporteur in this matter, and today Swedish expert authorities are cooperating with several EU member states regarding research, bilateral agreements and humanitarian assistance provided around the world, in Angola, Sudan, Thailand, and Indonesia.

Future Activities

Climate and Vulnerability

In 2005 the Swedish government established a Government Commission on Climate and Vulnerability, which will work until October 2007. The commission surveys the consequences of a changing climate on infrastructure, public health and biodiversity. Outcomes of the commission’s work will be a proposal of measures to prevent the negative impacts of climate change. The conclusions of the commission will be a major input to the agenda of the newly established Swedish national platform.


United Kingdom

The Civil Contingencies Secretariat (CCS)

Website: http://www.ukresilience.info/
Contact person: Mr. Steve Barnes – e-mail: Steven.Barnes@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk
History

Serious flooding, the Fuel Crisis in 2000, and the Foot-and-Mouth Disease outbreak in 2001, exposed serious deficiencies in the UK's civil protection arrangements. The Civil Contingencies Secretariat was established in July 2001. Since then, CCS has worked to improve the UK's preparedness for, and response to, emergencies.

Structure

The Civil Contingencies Secretariat (CCS) sits within the Cabinet Office at the heart of central government. It works in partnership with government departments, the devolved administrations (Scotland, Wales & Northern Ireland) and key stakeholders to enhance the UK's ability to prepare for, respond to and recover from emergencies.


Mission 

CCS has a number of specific objectives:
1. Spotting trouble, assessing its nature and providing warning
Not all emergencies are predictable. But, for those that are, the earlier an emerging crisis is detected, and the more accurately its likely size and shape are assessed, the better the response will be put into place. This objective covers the measures needed to ensure that, working with Departments and a wide range of other organisations, CCS can spot, assess and warn of trouble and thus facilitate the provision of the most effective response, drawing on lessons from past experience. 

2. Being ready to respond
This objective covers the preparedness of all of those who might have a role to play in the response to a major disruptive challenge. As well as ensuring that CCS itself is ready, it is also about tracking the preparedness of organisations at national, regional and local levels, in the public sector and outside, using the Civil Contingencies Act to develop and embed performance audit and management regimes across all responders, rooted in formal preparedness assessments. CCS also aims to ensure mechanisms are in place so that the UK is as well placed as it can be to respond to threats which horizon-scanning shows may be at higher risk of occurring. 

3. Building greater resilience for the future
This objective covers action at all levels, from local to international, to build stronger resilience capabilities. It thus covers the processes led by the CCS to drive the delivery of resilience capabilities. It also covers international work to develop closer relations in the resilience field through which we can build mutual resilience. This includes bilateral work, and action in the EU and in NATO to seek to build greater resilience capability in partner countries, as well as the EU's own ability to manage a crisis. 

4. Providing leadership and guidance to the resilience community
CCS aims to tell those involved in delivering and building resilience across the UK what the secretariat is trying to do, where it is trying to get to, how it will get there and how it will know that it has succeeded - in short, to build consistency and coherence across the UK. Some key means are already in place, especially via the Capabilities Programme and its outputs and the Civil Contingencies Act. CCS will be focusing on the development of a 'National Resilience Strategy' and reviewing the national exercise programme. 

5. Effective management
This objective covers the way in which CCS manages itself, and its effective management of Cabinet Office processes. Some of it is routine but nonetheless important. CCS aims to sustain reputation as effective managers of people and money, and as efficient operators of Cabinet Office processes. 

Activities

The ten most significant achievements over the past four years are:

1. Establishing a UK-wide horizon scanning capacity
Emergencies in the early years of this century showed that the UK was missing the warning signs, failing to prevent emergencies and being caught unawares when they occurred. CCS now works with a range of organisations to deliver a Forward Look, which helps to identify and prevent potential emergencies. 

2. Establishing a national risk assessment process 
The UK now has a national risk assessment process, which identifies risks over a five year period and forms the basis for decisions about emergency preparedness. This risk assessment process involves a wide range of organisations, and is the first time that the UK has a systematic and all-inclusive approach to risk analysis. 

3. Delivering improved performance and outputs across the civil protection area through the Capabilities Programme
Although government departments and other organisations have always had emergency plans, CCS established and now leads a Capabilities Programme which provides central direction and co-ordination to emergency preparedness. The Programme has delivered a step change improvement in departmental preparedness and joined-up working. 

4. Establishing the UK's first national exercise programme
For the first time, the UK now has an exercise programme which co-ordinates the range of exercises which have always taken place within government. The CCS-led programme adds value by minimising duplication, improving the quality of exercises, prioritising key risks and ensuring the sharing of lessons. 

5. Supporting a new Regional Resilience Tier
CCS was closely involved in the work during 2003 and 2004 to design and establish a new Regional Resilience Tier in England. Managed by the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG), the tier improves co-ordination and communication, and acts as a bridge between central government and the local level. 

6. Delivering a Civil Contingencies Act
By the turn of the century, the legislative framework for civil protection was widely regarded as out of date and unfit for purpose. CCS developed a Civil Contingencies Bill and took it through Parliament, working closely with a wide range of stakeholders inside and outside government. The Civil Contingencies Act 2004 and its associated non-legislative measures provide robust, modern framework for civil protection right across the UK. 

7. Securing the right resources for civil protection
CCS has played a crucial role in securing the right level of resourcing for civil protection work. The level of funding for national security and emergency preparedness will double between 2001 and 2008. CCS was particularly closely involved in building a new financial deal for local authority civil protection work, overseeing a 120 per cent increase in funding. 

8. Transforming the Emergency Planning College
An integral part of CCS from the outset, the Emergency Planning College has undergone a period of transformation. Between October 2003 and July 2004 the College underwent a renewal project which included two new accommodation blocks plus a new training block. And the courses have been extensively remodelled to improve the value added. 

9. Playing a key role in helping to co-ordinate the Government's response to emergencies
CCS has played an important part in the response to emergencies which have arisen since its establishment. These have included the London bombings, the Asian Tsunami, industrial action and major public protests. Perhaps the most notable was the Fire Strike of 2002, during which CCS played a pivotal co-ordination role in support of the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG), providing crisis management advice, assessments and consequence management. 

10.
Enhancing the UK's international civil protection networks

International partnerships have taken on a new prominence since CCS assumed responsibility for the UK's interests in international civil protection networks. CCS has delivered increasingly active participation in EU, NATO and other international forums and supported an enhanced international profile for UK civil protection work.

Current concerns

· Pandemic flu

· Avian flu 

· Severe Weather, Flooding, Drought

· Human Health

· Terrorism

· Transport Accidents

· Animal and Plant Diseases

· Public Protest 

· International Events

· Industrial Technical Failure

· Structural Failure

· Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN)

· Industrial Accidents and Environmental Pollution
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