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PRESS RELEASE
First PPRD South Programme Steering Committee Meeting
Civil Protection cooperation in the Mediterranean, from analysis to action
23 October 2009
Hotel Bedford
Brussels, Belgium

The Directors General of the National Civil Protection Authorities of the 27 EU Member States and the 14 Mediterranean and Balkan partner countries
 will meet for the first time in Brussels, on 23 October 2009, in a Steering Committee meeting within the 5 million EU-funded Euro-Mediterranean Programme on Prevention, Preparedness and Response to Natural and Man-made Disasters (PPRD South). 
The Meeting, which will gather also representatives of the European Commission and the UN agencies working with disaster management, will be opened by Marcus Cornaro, Director of the EuropeAid Cooperation Office of the European Commission and Guido Bertolaso, Head of the Italian Civil Protection Department.

The Steering Committee, which is the body in charge of endorsing the strategies of the PPRD South Programme, will discuss and approve the proposed PPRD South workplan. This includes a series of workshops on topics that strike most of the countries in the Mediterranean such as earthquakes, floods, drought, tsunamis, wild fires, sea pollution, industrial accidents, as well as a regional full scale exercise involving all the partner countries in the simulation of the response to a major catastrophe. 
The meeting will provide an opportunity to the Civil Protection Directors General for networking, drawing on state of the art tools and methods of the Euro-Mediterranean cooperation on Civil Protection and preparing orientations for future regional collaboration initiatives on disaster prevention, preparedness and response.

The PPRD South is the third phase of the EU-funded Euro-Mediterranean Programme on Civil Protection which started in 1998. Building on the experience of the previous programmes, a 5-year Pilot Programme and the “Bridge” programme, the new 3-year Programme aims at further improving the results achieved by contributing, in particular, to the development in the Mediterranean region of a Civil Protection culture based on prevention rather than response. 
The new Programme is coordinated by a consortium led by the Italian Civil Protection Department together with the National Civil Protection Authorities of Algeria, Egypt, France and the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR). 
Its objective is to develop and reinforce Prevention, Preparedness and Response capacities of the Civil Protection services in the Euro-Mediterranean region through increased institutional cooperation between the EU and the Mediterranean Countries, but also establishing closer links with the EU Civil Protection Mechanism and among the countries themselves.

PPRD South aims also at developing a national and regional risk atlas, study visits and technical assistance, organising simulation exercises, and improving the information and awareness of Mediterranean populations regarding risk exposure, prevention and response.
Although the geographical characteristics of the Mediterranean region ensure a wide range of climatic, biological and cultural benefits to the resident populations as well as to the visitors who travel to the region, they also create favourable conditions for a high level of exposition of those persons to a broad range of risks of natural and man-made disasters. According to the Emergency Event Database (EM-DAT), over the last 28 years about 31 million people in the Mediterranean region have been affected by natural and technological disasters and the cost of the damages reached € 125 billion. Of these 31 million people, 14 millions were affected by drought, 8 million by earthquakes and 8 million by floods and storms. 
On 22 October, just before the Steering Committee meeting, the PPRD South National Correspondents – official contact persons nominated to represent their country in the implementation of the PPRD south activities - will meet for the second time to define the working schedule for the next six months which will also include a visit to the L’Aquila area struck by an earthquake in order to analyse the damages and the recovery activities carried out by the Italian Civil Protection Department, and a visit to the areas in Istanbul recently struck by floods to study the role of urban planning in floods prevention. 
During the meeting, the National Correspondents will also visit the Monitoring and Information Centre (MIC) of the European Community Civil Protection Mechanism, which monitors ongoing and new disasters, shares information, and coordinates EU Member State assistance in the event of major emergencies.

Contact: 
Alessandro Candeloro, +39 349 0850931

info@euromedcp.eu
� Albania, Algeria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Montenegro, Morocco, Palestinian Territories, Syria, Tunisia and Turkey
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