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Background: 

The fourth assessment report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has collected good 

evidences to warn that extreme weather events and climate variability will increase the risks of natural 

disasters such as floods, flash floods, drought, sea level rise, coastal erosion, landslides, etc. 

As confirmed by the IPCC report, anthropogenic climate change is already happening, and is bound to 

continue, even under the most optimistic emissions scenarios. Around the world, weather patterns are 

changing; temperatures are rising and glaciers and snow caps are melting.  Animals and plants are changing 

their ranges, behavior, and even morphology. The IPCC report suggests that droughts, heavy precipitation, 

and heat waves will become more prevalent, and that inter-annual variability will increase in some regions. 

Such changes – current or predicted -- can have major impacts on the economic performance of developing 

countries, on the lives and livelihoods of millions of people around the world, and eventually on the 

achievement and sustainability of the Millennium Development Goals. Given that many impacts of climate 

change will materialize through extreme weather events and climate variability, climate change increase the 

urgency of disaster risk reduction  

The Arab region is highly vulnerable to natural disasters, and is increasingly bearing greater social and 

economic losses due to natural disaster events. Over the last decades, the region is facing increasing number 

of disaster events and exponentially growing economic loss resulting from these disasters. Over the last 

twenty-five years the region faced 276 disaster events, killing 100,000, affecting 10 million and rendering 

nearly 1.5 million people homeless. More than 40% of these natural disasters occurred in the last five years.     

Increasing frequency and intensity of natural disasters pose serious challenge to the sustainability of 

development investments and the stability of economic growth in the region. Earthquakes and floods are the 

most recurrent disaster events, which destroy development improvements and hinder economic stability in the 

region.  As an example, the recent floods in Yemen caused approximately US$ 1.7 billion in total damages 

and losses, and estimated to have increased the poverty rate from 28 to 51%.  
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The 2009 Global Assessment Report included Sudan in the top ten countries on the Mortality Risk Index for 

floods. The report also included Mauritania, Sudan and Comoros Islands as countries exposed to drought 

hazard. There are a number of people in the region living in areas potentially affected by tsunami including 

Egypt, Libya, Yemen, Oman, Syria, Lebanon and Somalia. Some countries of the region are also 

economically vulnerable to natural hazards. 

The region is highly vulnerable to climate change, even though its greenhouse gas emissions are relatively 

small. The region has the world's worst water scarcity, a reliance on climate-sensitive agriculture, people and 

economic activity concentrated in coastal zones. Temperatures are expected to rise up to 2 degrees in the next 

15-20 years and over 4 degrees by the end of the century. The combination of higher temperatures and less 

precipitation has already increased the frequency of droughts, from one event every 10 years at the beginning 

of the 20th century to five or six events each decade now. Over three-quarters of the region's water resources 

are being withdrawn for human use, and climate change will require more stringent adjustments of water 

resources management than in any other region. Sea level rise will have severe impacts on ports and other 

coastal infrastructure. This requires countries in the region to develop national adaptation plans.  

 

Countries in the region mostly follow a largely reactive approach to the management of disasters, with greater 

focus on post disaster recovery and response. Till date prevention of disasters has received relatively little 

attention and remaining in relative infancy.  A clear understanding of disaster risk is important to enable a 

shift from an existing reactive approach towards a preventive approach for the management of disasters in the 

region.   

 

There is substantial evidence that disaster risk reduction, at all levels, does yield good returns. But it remains 

difficult to convince stakeholders to invest human and financial resources, and sometimes political capital to 

avoid something that may happen, a much less rewarding perspective than to invest in something that will 

yield immediate benefits. In the case of developing countries, the situation may be aggravated by the 

perspective of generous financial assistance after the incident, while there is much less grant funding available 

for disaster risk reduction.  

An emerging paradigm for confronting these dilemmas and uniting work across climatic time-scales, is 

climate risk reduction. A climate risk reduction approach seeks to maintain and improve society's ability to 

achieve socio-economic and development goals in the face of climate variability superimposed on a changing 

climatic background.  It focuses on climate-related development outcomes – in areas such as agriculture, 

water resources, food security, health, the environment and livelihoods – that are sensitive to both climate 

variability and change.  
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With this approach, uncertainty concerning long term climatic futures, rather than leading to policy paralysis, 

instead becomes an added incentive for action. The rising risks can also act as a trigger to jumpstart efforts to 

better manage risks on all timescales. In addition, new funding for climate change adaptation may support 

disaster risk reduction. Creating that momentum for comprehensive climate risk reduction, and using it 

effectively, depends on a good interplay between evidence on the ongoing changes and their impacts on 

disaster risk, and a good diagnosis of how the underlying problems might best be tackled. 

At global level, the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and 

Communities to Disasters adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 2005 lays emphasis on scaling 

up the use of disaster risk reduction tools, vulnerability and risk assessments, early warning systems, land-use 

planning, techno-legal regime for development practices, besides enhancing the institutional and legal 

capacities. The focus has also been placed on the integration of knowledge on disaster risk reduction and 

application of such knowledge to bridge the gaps in management of disaster risks. Each of these action areas 

can have significant bearings in climate sensitive sectors. 

 

The Conference of Parties agreed in the Bali Action Plan to consider the use of disaster risk reduction 

strategies and means to address loss and damage associated with climate change impacts in developing 

countries that are particularly vulnerable to the effects of climate change. 

At the regional level and within the sustainable development framework of the League of Arab States, and 

recognizing the important linkages between environmental degradation, risks and disasters, the Council of 

Arab Ministers Responsible Environment in a major achievement during the 20th session of the Council of 

Arab Ministers Responsible for Environment (CAMRE), held on 20-21 December 2008, adopted 

decision (No. 29) to include the issue of "cooperation with UNISDR and the follow-up on the 

implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action" a permanent agenda item in CAMRE'S meetings, its 

Executive Bureau and its subsidiary mechanism the "Joint Committee for Environment and Development 

in the Arab region". To this end, the Arab Ministers for Environment has established set of policies and 

frameworks that creates an enabling environment to advance risk reduction in the region. Moreover, the draft 

framework action plan for climate change developed by the League of Arab States on request by CAMRE 

included disaster risk reduction in its component for adaptation measures. 

 

This workshop will discuss the challenge of dealing with creeping disasters triggered by climate-related 

phenomena. The first, droughts, typically unfold on a timescale of months to years. The second, climate 

change, materializes over a longer period of time, but is expected to affect the spatial distribution, frequency 

and intensity of a range of hydro-meteorological hazards including rapid-onset hazards such as cyclones, 

floods, and landslides as well as slow onset hazards such as droughts.  Climate change, other environmental 

changes, and socio-economic change, also affect the cross-cutting background conditions from which disaster 

risks and disasters materialize. 
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Objectives: 

 

The workshop shall have the following objectives:  

1. To capture the recent trends of climate change scenarios including scientific issues as well as 

challenges in the Arab region;  

2. To highlight the on-going efforts on climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction as well as 
their integration at various levels;  

3. To explore the possibilities of regional cooperation including capacity building in addressing the issues 

related to climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction and also to discuss possible 

development of a conceptual DRR-CCA integration framework and the suggested recommendations 
for action therein for further follow-ups;  

4. To discuss and agree on a roadmap on strengthening the regional capacity as well discussing the role 

of UNISDR in support of the Arab Framework Action Plan for Climate change and other initiatives 
and activities in the region. 

 

Main Themes: 

 

The Workshop will discuss the following thematic areas: 

 

1. Impacts of climate change 

2. Adaptation to climate change 

3. Linking Disaster Risk Reduction into climate change adaptation 

4. Management of impacts and risks due to climate change 

5. Future Strategies/Priority Action Plan 

 

Participants: 

 

1. Governments of the Arab Region 

2. Key regional organizations 

3. Representatives of UN agencies and other international organizations 

4. Academic and technical institutions in the region 

5. Relevant experts 

6. Civil society including community based organizations 
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