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Distinguished participants in this important workshop, ladies and gentlemen,
Good morning and a special welcome to all of you at the International Workshop on Disaster Risk Reduction, for a dialogue among scientists and stakeholders. 
At UNISDR we are very grateful to the EC DG Research for hosting this important event and to each of the participants for having taken time from your daily work to attend and engage in this important discussion.
We are well aware how disasters are increasingly imposing considerable human and material losses on various communities around the world, disasters have become almost a daily news headline and a daily concern in many parts of the world. The need to strengthen communities’ resilience to natural hazards has never been such a high priority.

We are also well aware that the disasters, although triggered by a natural hazard, owe their intensity or magnitude to the vulnerability of communities, in particular the poorer ones. Therefore, by reducing that vulnerability in communities, we can reduce the risk and negative impact of natural hazards. 
It was based on this concept that disaster risk reduction became an important international agenda, with the United Nations General Assembly launching in 2000 the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR). Subsequently, at the second World Conference on Disaster Reduction in Kobe, Hyogo, Japan, 18-22 January 2005, governments adopted the “Hyogo Framework for Action (2005-2015): Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters”, in order to guide work on reducing risk to disasters and support more comprehensive, longer term and coordinated efforts all levels.

The adoption of the Hyogo Framework was a turning point in the evolution of disaster risk reduction at global level and aims at making risk reduction a more effective task of governments. The key messages of the Hyogo Framework are to consider disaster risk reduction a higher policy priority, integrating it into long-term development plans; to develop institutional capacities to reduce vulnerability of communities and to integrate risk reduction to disaster preparedness and response plans and processes.

Despite this positive outcome, the challenges to implement risk reduction and develop a culture of prevention and safety against disasters remain enormous, facing huge obstacles that can only be addressed in a combined effort of key stakeholders. This workshop aims at facilitating such task by promoting the need for regular and team-oriented dialogue among specialists, government officials, legislators and civil society representatives.

Reducing risk and vulnerability to natural hazards becomes increasingly urgent as we see urban density growing very fast, without appropriate planning nor safe construction methods; ecosystems being depleted at an alarming rate; and the impacts of climate change, mainly sea level rise and glacier melting, being already felt in many coastal and mountain communities.

 “Climate change is a defining challenge of our time”, said the UN Secretary General, Mr. Ban Ki-moon at the recent UN Summit on Climate Change in New York, on 22 September. The Summit was attended by more than 100 Heads of State and Government and underlined that the Copenhagen deal must be comprehensive and has to assist the most vulnerable and the poorest to adapt to the impacts of climate change. At the summit, the leaders emphasized that climate change threatens their economic viability, social development and even territorial integrity. They, therefore, stressed the need to address climate change in the broader context of sustainable development and acknowledged that climate change adaptation should create synergies with development priorities including food security, water security and disaster risk reduction. Disaster risk reduction is therefore a first line of defence in climate change adaptation.
Disaster risk reduction is therefore a first line of defence in climate change adaptation and both depend very much on sound environmental management, including integrated water resources management.  These policies need to be addressed in team efforts among relevant ministries. Addressing these issues together provides only win-win situations; it is indeed the most cost-effective approach. 

I am convinced that your understanding of climate change and climate related disasters, your commitment to address the issue and your action to create strong synergy between disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation through legislation, policy guidance aiming at increased investment at the national and local level, can make a big difference. 

Cutting greenhouse gas emissions is fundamental to reducing the risk of further disasters in the future and making our socio-economic development more sustainable, but in the short and medium term we must adapt to the inevitable changes that are occurring and protect our people, protect our countries and protect the hard-fought-for gains of socio-economic development from the growing climate risks. 

It is usually understood that mitigating climate change is about ‘avoiding the unmanageable’ and that adaptation is about ‘managing the unavoidable’. We should therefore prepare for more extreme weather by reducing risk and vulnerability. 

The world has accumulated a solid number of good practices and lesson learnt in reducing disaster risks and building resilience to climate-related disasters (risk assessment, risk management, floods management, cyclone resistant houses). We have tools such as the Hyogo Framework for Action, the overarching goal of which is to build resilience of nations and communities to disasters. The Hyogo Framework, adopted by governments in 2005, provides clear guidance on how to reduce disaster risks, including risks of climate related disasters, and build resilience to disasters through political, technical, social, development and humanitarian processes.

In Europe, both the 2005 European Consensus on Development and the 2007 European Consensus on Humanitarian Aid commit the EU to support DRR policy and action. The EU as the world’s largest aid donor, is currently developing a strategic framework to guide its DRR support to developing countries. To this end, two communications were issued: the Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament – EU strategy for supporting Disaster Risk Reduction in developing countries and the Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the regions – A Community approach on the prevention of natural and man-made disasters.
The EU has supported multi-national and interdisciplinary research in the field of natural hazards since the late 1980s addressing mainly climate- and geological-related hazards such as floods, landslides, avalanches, forest fires, cold and heat waves, earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. The EU research has enabled methods and technologies to be developed for improved hazard assessment, forecasting and monitoring, management and mitigation.

Based on the above and understanding the necessity for the various policy, scientific and technical communities involved to work together, at the regional level as well as at the national and local levels, mainly through the National Platforms for DRR, the EC through its DG Research and UNISDR through its European Office, are working together to generate a more effective programme in support of these multi-stakeholder efforts, generating knowledge and advice on disaster risk reduction with a view to strengthen the capacity of National Platforms for DRR, of the HFA Focal Points and the scientific and technical institutions working on DRR in the region and in collaboration with those in other regions.

My colleagues Paola Albrito, Regional Coordinator for Europe, Silvia Llosa, specialist on climate change, and myself will be available today and tomorrow to answer questions and provide information on similar work being carried out in this and other regions. Another colleague, Andrew Maskrey, Coordinator of the UN Global Assessment Report on DRR was unable to join us but one of us will present the Report to you. 
Acknowledging the importance of scientific and technical information, the UNISDR established a Scientific and Technical Committee to address policy matters of a scientific and technical nature, where science is considered in its widest sense to include the natural, environmental, social, economic, health and engineering practice and implementation.
The Committee presented its last report at the second session of the Global Platform for DRR, Geneva, June 2009, highlighting the necessity for investment in research and development and higher education and for the more effective integration of science and technical information into policy and practice. The integration of science into policy development and implementation and practical problem solving is a condition sine qua non for ensuring effective DRR in all societies.

Ladies and gentlemen, colleagues,
Finally, I would like to reiterate the wish of UNISDR and the wider ISDR system for collaboration on disaster risk reduction. Many efforts are currently being undertaken, let us recognize and build on them, let us continue and strengthen the much needed support in particular to vulnerable communities in reducing their people’s vulnerability and suffering due to disasters, allowing for their sustainable development.
Once again I express my gratitude and appreciation to all of you for attending this workshop and wish you all a very productive discussion.
Thank you.
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The ISDR aims at building disaster resilient communities by promoting increased awareness of the importance of disaster reduction as an integral component of sustainable development, with the goal of reducing human, social, economic and environmental losses due to natural hazards and related technological and environmental disasters.
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