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Intervention 
Of
 Mr. Prasith Detphommatheth , Director General of the Social Welfare
 Department, Head of the National Disaster Management Office, Ministry 
of Labour and Social Welfare, of  the Lao People’s Democratic Republic
on Second Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction 

17 June 2009, Geneva

Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Delegates

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the delegation of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, I would like to join the previous speakers in congratulating you on your election as chairman of this important session on the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction. My delegation is confident that under your able guidance and leadership, the meeting will yield fruitful results. May I also express our appreciation and thanks to the UNISDR secretariat for the excellent arrangements and organization of the meeting.

Mr. Chairman,

   . 

The issue of natural hazards and human made disaster continue to destroy human life in the world every minute, the most vulnerable to this disaster is developing countries and the least developed ones among them. Like other countries, the Lao PDR is also vulnerable to recurrent natural disasters such as flood and droughts. Last year, the country suffered from worst flood in more than four decades, which has imposed enormous impact on the livelihood of the Lao people and destroyed critical infrastructure, agriculture, and properties thereby eroding development gains and impeding the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. This has proven once again the country’s high vulnerability to natural disasters. 

Given this vulnerability, the Government of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic always paid a great attention to the issue of disaster risk reduction. Building upon its landmark Decree No. 158 signed by the Prime Minister in August 1999, which provides the legal basis for disaster management activities and structures in the country, the Lao Government has continued its efforts to further strengthen the disaster management systems and capacities at all levels and also annually allocate budget for disaster risk reduction and emergency response with support from various International Organizations. 
In addition, the Lao government issued an Order on December 12, 2007 to shift the emphasis of the government strategy from disaster response to disaster risk reduction. This Order specifically stated the following: (a) Mandate the National Disaster Management Office to review HFA commitments and facilitate the planning of activities, monitoring and reporting of progress; (b) Mandate the Ministry of Planning and Investment to plan and coordinate the integration of disaster risk reduction into the socio-economic development plans and (c) Assign government agencies to allocate budget for preparedness and relief as part of regular budgetary allocations. Given the importance of disaster risk reduction, the National Disaster Management Committee (NDMC) has been proposed to a higher committee which will be chaired by the Deputy Prime Minister. The number of committee will also expand more other key line ministries in order to address the issue of disaster risk reduction in a more comprehensive manner.  

To continue implementing the National Strategy Plan on DRM as well as the HFA, the High-Level National Disaster Management Planning Workshop was held on 08 – 09 July 2008 which focused on the development of the National Disaster Management Plan into concrete actions, programmes and projects and clarifying institutional roles and responsibilities. The National Disaster Management Plan once developed and endorsed by the Prime Minister, will have an all-hazard approach to disaster risk management and will address preparedness, response and recovery issues and integrating disaster risk reduction throughout the entire disaster management cycle. 

In keeping with the Priorities of Action outlined in the Hyogo Framework, we have taken proactive efforts to integrate disaster risk reduction into other relevant global and national initiatives and priorities such as climate change.  The recently launched National Adaptation Programme of Action to Climate Change (NAPA) of Lao PDR identifies urgent and immediate actions for adaptation to the adverse effect of climate change with focus on the four sectors of agriculture, forestry, water and water resources including strengthening the capacity of national disaster management committees and further development of early warning systems.

I would also like to share with you that considerable progress has been made in the areas of community preparedness and early warning, public awareness and education, including the integration of disaster risk reduction in the school curriculum and the agriculture sectors plans and programmes.

In closing, on behalf of the government of the Lao PDR , I would like to express my sincere thanks and appreciation to friendly countries, donors, International Communities, International Organizations, Non-government organizations, in particular UN agencies to rend financial and technical supports to our country in a range of disaster risk reduction and development issues and especially, in recovering from the natural disasters 2008 Flood. We look forward to continue receiving technical and financial assistance from the international community to mitigate risks and reduce vulnerability of Lao PDR to natural disasters and the impacts of climate change.

Thank you for your attention.
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