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Madam Chair

Excellencies

Ladies and Gentlemen

Let me start by acknowledging ISDR for their support to the Cook Islands delegation to participate in this very important Global Platform.

In the Cook Islands Disaster Risk Reduction is driven by the Emergency Management Cook Islands while Climate Change is driven by the National Environment Service and linked by an inter-agency advisory and working committee which includes NGOs Civil societies and community groups. 

During the development of our National Action Plan for Disaster Management in the Cook Islands, we did consider the possibility of a combined National Action Plan for Disaster Management and the National Action Plan for Adaptation however; we have not only national institutional challenges but also regional focal points and donor perspective challenges.
Madam Chair,
The Cook Islands welcome this momentum to better coordinate Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation. At the National and community level, Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change initiatives involved the same people in the community. 
At the Pacific Regional level, initiatives are implemented to bring together the disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation decision makers, practitioners and donors. Such as the establishment of the Pacific Disaster Risk Management Network facilitated by the Pacific Islands Applied Geoscience Commission. 
This Partnership Network comprises of governments, donors, civil societies, NGOs and development partners of the Pacific. 
For the past two years the Pacific Islands Applied Geoscience Commission brought together the CEOs from Disaster Management Offices, Ministry of Finances and Meteorological Services under the Pacific Regional Platform to discuss ways for better coordination in disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation. 
Madam Chair

The Pacific Region Side Event yesterday – entitled “Big Oceans Small Islands: Addressing Disaster Risk in the Pacific Region” highlighted not only the regions vulnerability but also practical solutions implemented on the ground from the communities level to national levels, to mainstream disaster risks, the need for safer schools and hospitals and response and recovery initiatives. 
The Pacific side event also calls for strengthening of partnership, calls for new and additional resources to reduce disaster risks and to ensure sustained climate changes adaptation so the pacific people live SAFE AND WORTHWHILE LIVES. 

THANK YOU CHAIR.   
