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“Investing today for a safer tomorrow”
Mr. John Holmes, United Nations Deputy Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs, 

Mr. President, 

Distinguished delegates,

Ladies and gentlemen’s,

The Government of Cape Verde addresses to all delegates to this Second Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction and would like to grateful the organization for the invitation and for the opportunity to delivered this statement, to share with you our knowledge, our lessons learned and a good practice of a small Island developing Country, as well as to evaluate the improvements reached in the implementation of the African Regional Strategy for Disaster Risks Reduction, its Program of Action, in connection within the Hyogo Action Framework.

Let me, Mr. President, to express to the plenary a fraternal and friendly greeting from the Capeverdean people and to present you our best congratulation. 

 Ladies and Gentlemen,

Cape Verde, an archipelago situated in the Atlantic Ocean, about 450 Kms  from the African West Coast, composed by ten islands, with an inland population of 480 thousand inhabitants, is mainly affected by volcanic eruptions, seismic activity, flooding, cyclones, earthquake, land landslide, persistent dries, grasshoppers invasion, etc.  Beyond the natural disaster the country is under technological catastrophe effects provoked by man action, such as:  construction in considered zone of risk, inaccurate ground occupation, industrial accident, aerial and maritime tragedy, road injuries, and forest fires, among others. 

It is not too much to point out the importance of this conference, hence, it is happening in a period, in which, many countries are upholding and still facing the process of recovery from the recent disaster impacts.

Since the achievement of the Global Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, that took place in Kobé, Japan in 2005 – 10 years after the last volcanic eruption in the Island of Fogo, in Cape Verde- which has adopted the Hiogo Action Framework, the Government of Cape Verde has engaged efforts and political enrollment in the handling of the questions of Disaster Risk Reduction and its integration in the national development programs. 

As a matter of fact, in view to the implementation of Hiogo Action Framework, the government of Cape Verde, through the respective National Service of Civil Protection, has developed a set of initiatives and measures, namely on: 

-The Launching of the National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction, which is, today, associated to others 25 African countries in processes of implementation;

-The elaboration, endorsement and implementation of the Municipal and Special plans of emergency;

-The National Plan of Contingency elaborated and approved by the Government, with technical and financial support of the OCHA and UNDP in Cape Verde;

 - Operational Centers of Emergency settled and ready to work; 

 - Cartography of Risk to be done;

 - Installation of the Emergency telecommunications; 

- Establishment of the National Number of Emergency (112), in attribution phase;

-  Promotion of a culture of prevention in the communities (raising awareness on disaster risk reduction within communities situated in zones of risk)

- Integrating Risk Reduction syllabus in scholar curricula; 

- Integrating GENDER issue in the Disaster Risk Reduction;

 - Strengthening of the local capacities with first aids kits and individual equipments;

- Establishment of the Cape Verde volcano Observatory Set;

- The Smart Systems of Alert to be installed;

- The achievement of Simulation Exercises at schools, hospitals and in the communities;

- Achievement and training actions, at our sub-regional level, for the ECOWAS Emergency Response Team (EERT) Unit for Disaster;

 - The Reinforcement of management response mechanism and emergency preparedness to face disasters situations in the sub region (cooperation OCHA, ECOWAS) 

Mr. President,

Distinguished delegates,

As you may evidence there are some profits obtained throughout the last years, in spite of the limitations of our country. We would like to reiterate our strong political will in continuing to promote the activities related to Disaster Risk Reduction in Africa and in the World. 

We are convicts of the needs of a constant technical and political convergence in order to allow us, in Africa, to conceive and to implement the right strategies for this fight and to instigate the best activities associated to natural disaster management and others  provoked by man. 

We are looking for all necessary support, to endorsing our solid political engagement to move forward this great challenge. 

To all those who became involved in the organization of this important event ours thanks and successes in this walk ahead. 

Thank you.
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