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Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

First of all I would like to thank the ISDR-Secretariat for organising the 2nd session of the Global Platform.

Even though progress is being made in some areas, the Global Assessment Report concludes that current efforts are not leading to a reduction in disaster risk. On the contrary, disaster risk is increasing, even assuming constant hazard levels. Looking forward, in light of an ongoing climate crisis as well as a global economic crisis, we must draw the conclusion that greater efforts are critical in order to strengthen the implementation of the Hyogo Framework and reverse the negative trend. 

- - - - 

Despite the fact that disaster risk reduction and climate change are strongly interrelated and mutually reinforcing, there is still room for enhanced integration of these two agendas, especially in the process leading up to the UNFCCC climate change conference in Copenhagen. 

The International Commission on Climate Change and Development, chaired by Ms Gunilla Carlsson, Swedish Minister for Development Cooperation, recently launched its report “Closing the Gaps”. The report delivered many timely recommendations and I would like to point out a couple of them; First, the Commission calls for new and additional funding for adaptation now. As a first step donors are urged to mobilize 1-2 billion US dollars to assist vulnerable, low-income countries that already suffer from climate change impacts. Secondly, the Commission underlines that local ownership is key. National governments must provide leadership from the highest level and build on existing frameworks to ensure that adaptation measures and disaster risk reduction reach all, including the most vulnerable. 

I would also like to point out another dimension that deserves increased attention: the fact that, in many respects, disasters affect men and women in different ways. We need to promote gender-sensitive approaches to disaster risk reduction including research and awareness-raising. Gender-balanced participation will make disaster risk reduction more effective.
- - - - 

It is crucial to integrate disaster risk reduction into development policies, and positive steps are being made in many countries and regions, including within the EU. As the joint EU statement clarifies the EU recently endorsed a strategy for supporting disaster risk reduction in developing countries. The strategy supports a more comprehensive approach in which disaster risk reduction will be addressed as an integral part of EU development policies. 

The Swedish budget for 2009 contains a special commitment to climate change. It comprises a considerable increase in ODA allocations for adaptation and a special recognition of National Adaptation Plans for Action, disaster risk reduction and risk transfer. The package amounts to almost 400 million euros over four years. Apart from synergies being made from the allocations towards adaptation, almost 20 million euros will be dedicated specifically to disaster risk reduction, focusing on strengthened implementation of the Hyogo Framework. 

- - - - -
The second session of the Global Platform for disaster risk reduction, and the ISDR as a crucial driving force, are central in order to increase international and national commitment and actions to implement the Hyogo Framework. Sweden expects that the outcomes of the Platform will contribute to these aims by clearly recognizing that disaster risk reduction is an integral part of sustainable development and closely connected to poverty and climate change. Let us all join forces and make the outcomes of this Global Platform as concrete as possible – which is something I think we all owe to the people who are suffering everyday from the effects of disasters around the world.

Thank you

