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Mr/Ms President/Chair,

Let me start by saying a few words about the status of disaster risk reduction in Norway. We are in the process of outlining a possible national platform; a proposal is expected by September 2009. 

In Norway, DRR and climate change adaptation efforts are closely linked through institutional arrangements. The Directorate for Civil Protection and Emergency Planning is the contact point for the ISDR, as well as running the secretariat for the Norwegian Climate Adaptation Programme.
 I would like to thank the ISDR secretariat for the very valuable, fact-filled and user-friendly Global Assessment Report. The report gives us an important update on figures and trends, which will be useful not only at this meeting but also in the run-up to the climate change negotiations in Copenhagen in December this year. 

As the Assessment Report makes clear, current progress under the Hyogo Framework for Action and in related areas of poverty reduction and climate change adaptation//CCA is not actually leading to a reduction in disaster risk. On the contrary, mortality rates have increased by 11% in the 1990​–2007 period and economic losses by 35%. 

Climate change is magnifying the uneven distribution of risk and poverty and serves to exacerbate “risk drivers” such as poor urban governance and a lack of development, vulnerable livelihoods and ecosystem decline.

It is worth noting that what are labelled “risk drivers” in the GAR and what are labelled “the underlying factors for climate vulnerability” in the climate change negotiations are identical. Poverty, inequality, poor governance and a lack of institutional capacity will make areas vulnerable both to extreme events and gradual degradation of the ecosystem. Decisive action needs to be taken with regard to both disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation. 
First, we should address the key underlying drivers identified in the assessment report. We need to improve urban and local governance, protect the ecosystems that act as buffers against disasters, such as mangroves and rainforests, and make rural livelihoods less vulnerable. The challenge is to integrate both DRR and CCA into development planning in a coherent manner. 

Second, we should take due note of the significant increase in “low-intensity events”. Although some of these events could indeed be a sign of major disasters “in waiting”, most of them will probably never get much international attention. Frequent disasters and slow recovery in poor communities undermine adaptive capacity, both in the face of extreme events and gradual degradation of the ecosystem.

We therefore need greater international recognition of the important work done by the voluntary sector in the areas of DRR and CCA. Additional global efforts should indeed focus on the local level, and be based on stronger partnerships with local communities, NGOs and authorities. And they should include all sections of society –  men and women, as well as girls and boys.

Third, with regard to CCA/DRR, in our view we should focus on strengthening and reinforcing existing structures and mechanisms rather than creating new ones. The links between CCA and DRR should be dealt with within existing structures and programmes. We need coordinated action – not more fragmentation of mechanisms and funds.

Global efforts to avoid dangerous climate change through cuts in greenhouse gas emissions must go hand in hand with adaptation to climate change. We cannot eliminate hazards, but we can reduce vulnerability and make risk-exposed societies more resilient. 

Furthermore, because of limited resources, we need to know how to prioritise DRR measures. It is important to focus on making the information provided by the Assessment Report operational. Norway will play its part in the follow up of the report. 

Finally, I would like to underline the potential of the Global Platform and the Assessment Report for informing the ongoing climate change negotiations. In order to achieve a positive outcome in Copenhagen, we need to show the most vulnerable countries that we intend to assist them in adapting to climate change and preparing for increased disaster risk in the short term. This event here in Geneva is an important opportunity for doing just that –and we must make the most of it.

Mr/Ms President/Chair,

The most important outcome of the Global Platform would be consensus on concrete actions to be implemented on the ground to reduce vulnerability. Vulnerable countries and communities need to feel the benefits of adaptation. Local activities, participation and empowerment should be common themes for these concrete actions. 

Norway has high expectations regarding the outcome of the Global Platform discussions. The number of participants at this meeting testifies to the level of interest in DRR This gathering has enormous collective brain power. Let us use it to bring DRR and CCA several steps forward, for the benefit of people all over the world.

