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Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, 

Finland fully aligns with the Statement by the Czech Republic on behalf of the European Union. In addition, we would like to highlight a few issues from a national point of view.  

Mr. Chairman, 
Disasters pose a significant threat to development as they frustrate efforts to reduce poverty and jeopardise the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.  Food production, drinking water supply, housing and critical infrastructure are examples of sectors that are especially vulnerable.  There is a need for a more comprehensive approach in bridging the gap between humanitarian assistance and development.  The UN must act as one in responding to the current development challenges.  As a part of this endeavour, the international community should do its outmost to focus on the prevention of disasters and reduce the need for humanitarian assistance.  To this end, the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action should be accelerated.  The International Strategy for Disaster Reduction and its Secretariat play a key role in this effort. 

Finland sees important synergies between the Hyogo Framework of Action and the ongoing climate negotiations.  Disaster risk management is an important element in the adaptation to the climate change.  Finland is one of the European forerunners in implementing and mainstreaming an adaptation strategy.  The Finnish National Adaptation Strategy was published already in January 2005.  It is currently being implemented primarily through sector-specific programmes and action plans. 

Mr. Chairman,
Finland would like to draw attention to the gender perspective in the context of the Hyogo Framework.  Finland has emphasized the positive role of women in the ongoing climate negotiations.  Recent studies show that in a number of situations, women are more vulnerable to climate disasters than men because of their social roles and responsibilities.  Empowering women to act is a way to reduce these vulnerabilities.  Educating women and girls about disaster risk reduction can help avoid unnecessary suffering loss of life.  
Finland is working actively with other governments to include a gender perspective in the new climate agreement to be concluded in Copenhagen in December.  To enhance women's role and participation in climate change related work, an International Colloquium on Women's Leadership was convened by the Presidents of Finland and Liberia in Monrovia earlier this year.  The high-level meeting attracted more than a thousand participants, and adopted a Call for Action on Climate Change and Gender.  As a follow-up to this Colloquium, a high-level side event will be organised by Finland in the margins of the UN General Assembly in September 2009.
Mr. Chairman, 

Disaster risk reduction is a high national priority for Finland.  This is reflected in a Government Strategy on Securing the Functions Vital to Society of 23 November 2006 and the Internal Security Programme adopted on 8 May, 2008. 

In accordance with the Vital Functions Strategy, all the essential organisations, including central and local administration (municipalities) as well as key businesses and industries should make plans to ensure continuity of their work also in case of major accidents.  Disaster reduction plans and the ensuing action have been designed to be fully integrated in the normal functioning of organisations.  These plans will be activated in major crises such as major natural disasters.  All the ministries are included at the national level.  Each ministry is responsible for its own branch of government and the definition of concrete objectives. This provides a strong basis for practical action in exceptional circumstances.  At the local level, government agencies, municipalities, companies, civil society organisations and individual households are responsible for contingency planning.  The whole process is supervised by the Government, and the coordination of different sectors is defined in legislation. 
The Internal Security Programme has been prepared through a broad-based cooperation between various ministries, public sector organisations and businesses, with active participation of a large number of experts.  The implementation and monitoring of the Programme are coordinated by the Ministry of the Interior.  The Internal Security Programme specifies the objectives and measures concerning several key areas of security.  One of the key areas of security is preventing major accidents and environmental disasters.

The follow-up of both of these government decisions is organised systematically. Both of these programmes are also updated every four years. Government-level exercises are organised every three to four years to test decision making processes and the capacity of authorities to respond to extraordinary events of major scale.
Mr. Chairman,

In addition to an annual core contribution to the ISDR Secretariat, Finland has been active through bilateral development cooperation since the 1970s in supporting countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean.  This has included assistance to build up meteorological and hydrological capacities.  We have also been active in the areas of forestry and combating deforestation.  Finland has put its scientific expertise, know-how and technology at the disposal of other countries for them to be better equipped to respond to weather- and climate-related challenges. 
Thank you Mr. Chairman.
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